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The Experience and References from American
Wilderness Area Protection Legislation

LI Xiaogiang"” WANG Xudong’

(1. Gansu University of Political Science and Law, School of Environmental Law, Lanzhou 730070, China; 2. Gansu
University of Political Science and Law, Youth League committee, Lanzhou 730070, China)
Abstract: To better build the nature reserve system in China, the content of this paper mainly included a
comprehensive review of the United States Wilderness Area protection legislation,aiming to provide the experience of
legislation for the construction of our country’s nature reserve system.The Birth of the Wilderness Act in the United
States has gone through a long legislative process. The reasons for the birth of the law included history, culture, and
politics. From the drafting, deliberation, and adoption of this law and the signing and publication, this process fully
demonstrated that legislation was the product of the game of interests. An analysis of the contents and features of the
Wilderness Act revealed that the law was comprehensive in content and distinctive in characteristics, and has built up
the American United States national forest system from a holistic perspective. The law reconstructed the relationship
between human beings and wilderness, and formed the protective mechanism of integrated, secondary, and classified
protection. From the perspective of comparative law, it was not only the time demand of ecological civilization and the
proper meaning of community concept, but also the inevitable requirement of the modernization of ecological
environmental governance system and governance capacity and the development and perfection of environmental law,
it showed the necessity of China to establish the legislation of wilderness area protection. Specifically, China’s
wilderness area protection legislation can be carried out from the concept explanation, concept assumption, and

concrete arrangement.

Keywords: wilderness conservation legislation; nature reserves system; earth jurisprudence; USA
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