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Development of Natural Protected Areas in China:
Opportunities and Challenges

LIU Daoping"” OUYANG Zhiyun' ZHANG Yujun' ZOU Hongfei’ ZHONG Linsheng® XU Jiliang’
ZENG Jiangning® JIN Kun’ ZHONG Yongde WU Jiangzhou'” YE Wen" YANG Yuming'

(1. East China Inventory and Planning Institute, National Forestry and Grassland Administration, Hangzhou 310019,
China; 2. Evaluation Center of Natural Protected Area, National Forestry and Grassland Administration, Hangzhou
310019, China; 3. Research Center for Eco-Environmental Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100085,
China; 4. School of Landscape Architecture, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China; 5. College of
Wildlife and Protected Area, Northeast Forestry University, Harbin 150040, China; 6. Institute of Geographic
Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100101, China;

7. School of Ecology and Nature Conservation, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China;

8. Key Laboratory of Marine Ecosystem Dynamics, Second Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of
Natural Resources, Hangzhou 310012, China; 9. Research Institute of Natural Protected Area,

Chinese Academy of Forestry, Beijing 100091, China; 10. College of Tourism, Central South
University of Forestry & Technology, Changsha 410004, China; 11. School of Geography
and Ecotourism, Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224, China;

12. Yunnan Academy of Forestry and Grassland, Kunming 650201, China)

Abstract: Natural protected areas are the core carrier of ecological construction, a precious wealth source, and an im-
portant symbol of China. The 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China proposed to “build a land and
space development and protection system, improve the supporting policies of the main functional areas, and establish a
system of natural protected areas system with national parks as the main body.” Considering the opportunities and
challenges faced by the construction of natural protected areas system, 12 experts in natural protected areas experts
discussed the legislation, management system, regional planning, and public participation in natural protected areas in
China. The experts agree that it is important to improve the management system of natural protected areas with nation-
al parks as the main body. The main problems must be identified, the rare development opportunities should be seized,
and the current challenges must be met. The management framework, management contents and objectives, and man-
agement methods and approaches through legislation should be continuously improved, the corresponding protection
and management mechanism and methods according to the functions of natural protected areas and the characteristics
of the main protected objects should be determined, the value orientation and dimension research of the relationship
between human and nature should be addressed, and the mechanism of the system should be improved. Additionally,
we must build a broad, reasonable, and efficient public participation system, and promote its sustainable development
and effective management of environmental, economic, and social benefits of natural protected areas through fran-
chising. We should strengthen monitoring and basic research, innovate basic theories, make breakthroughs in key tech-
nologies, improve ecological functions, create an integrated demonstration of achievements, and set up examples of
best practices. The basic role of natural protected areas planning should be highlighted and relevant principles from the
concept, objectives, levels, contents, and methods should be followed. Finally, it is necessary to systematically evalu-

ate and distinguish the functional orientation of various types of protected areas and integrate them into a holistic system.

Keywords: natural protected areas; national park; opportunity; challenge
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